
Amalia Cunningham is an economic development consultant, blending 
business support, planning, and affordable housing knowledge from her 20 
years of experience in California and nationally. Amalia has been economic 
development staff in small towns and large counties throughout the greater 
Bay Area, including Pinole, Benicia, San Leandro, and Contra Costa County.  
 
Her projects have covered economic mobility and just transition work, 

community improvement funding, affordable housing, business retention and attraction, tax 
sharing agreements, interim staffing solutions, and organizational development. She is an 
experienced people manager in a hybrid remote environment. Her policy expertise covers local 
and regional economic strategies and long-range plans, housing finance, grant administration, 
tourism programs, and public real estate. She has a bachelor’s degree from Amherst College 
and master’s degree in city planning from the University of California at Berkeley. Amalia holds 
the American Institute of City Planning credential; she speaks Spanish well, French credibly, and 
German poorly. Born in Los Angeles and raised in Redding, Amalia has resided in the East Bay 
for more than 20 years, with extended family up and down the state. When not working, 
Amalia enjoys reading mysteries and learning hip new slang from her teen and tween. 
 
“As a longtime CALED member, I am thrilled to roll up my sleeves and join CALED’s board to help 
with the hard work of preserving, marketing, and increasing the tools available to create high-
quality jobs and economic opportunity for my fellow Californians.” 
 
 


